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The Wellington Embroiderers’ Guild Inc 
www.weg.org.nz 

wembroiderersg@gmail.com  

February 2019, Issue 478 

February Meeting – Wednesday 13 February 2019 

The Loaves and Fishes Hall, St Paul’s Cathedral, Hill Street. Hall opens at 7.00pm; meeting begins 
at 7.30pm. Tea and coffee will be available soon after the hall opens at 7:00pm.  

Speaker 

Our Speaker for February will be Roger Hynd, who will be speaking on photographing your stitched 
pieces. Roger is the owner of Art Frames in Kenepuru. Previously he has sold cameras, owned a 
photo processing lab, been a professional photographer and taught digital photography at 
community education. While based in Motueka he photographed a lot of works of art including quilts 
and WOW costumes. 

Please bring along your camera if you would like to try some of the techniques Roger will talk about 
in the night.  

Theme  

February’s Theme is Summer so please being along any pieces that reflect Summer to you. 

Cathie Ellis 

10 June 1947 – 16 December 2018  

Cathie began City and Guilds under Helen Marshall at Newlands 
College in 1983 and it was about then that she joined the 
Wellington Embroiderers’ Guild. Her C&G graduating class 
exhibited as The Gentle Art Company during the 1988 International 
Festival of the Arts and on other occasions at Turnbull House and in 
other parts of New Zealand.  Subsequently she and fellow C&G 
students Louise Day and Kerry Barber formed Gentle Art Works.  
Together they designed and sold various cushion patterns, and they 
also designed kitsets based on the Globe hangings for Ruth-Mary 
Beach’s Strand Wools. 

Cathie held positions on the Guild Committee at various times, 
including President in 1991-92 and she was ANZEG Cook Strait 

Regional Rep in 1993-95.  She was also an active participant in the Central Extensions group. 

Cathie trained as a Primary School Teacher in Wellington and she was passionate about teaching a 
wide range of embroidery techniques.  She will be remembered especially for her enthusiasm for 
canvas work and her renowned No Sag Bag.  In fact she credited canvas work as playing a big part 
in her recovery from a brain aneurysm 25 years ago.   

Cathie taught many embroidery classes locally and organised stitching groups at Alicetown 
Community House and later at Moera Community House from which she encouraged people to join 
the Guild.  She always showed empathy and great generosity and support to anyone doing a 
stitching project. 

Cathie had a wide range of other interests.  She was involved with Chamber Music, Choir and the 
Horticultural Society.  She loved gardening and hosted a number of “WWOOFers” (Willing Workers 
On Organic Farms) at her Lower Hutt home giving them a city experience. 

It was after attending Conference in Nelson in July last year that she was diagnosed with cancer.  
Courageous and cheerful until the end, Cathie will be very much missed by her children and 
grandchildren and all who knew her. 

.Lyn Duncan and Louise Day 
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December Meeting 

The final meeting for 2019 was a pleasant social 
evening beginning with a Quiz. A big thank you to 
Caroline S, who prepared the quiz, organised the 
prizes and very ably acted as quiz master. 

The end of year Viewers' Choice Award competition 
attracted a lot of entries of very high standard making it 
a difficult choice for the viewers. It was won by Mary T 
with Home Sweet Home with Judy J’s Biscornu 
Christmas Tree and Sabine Gordon’s The Cycle of Life 
coming second equal.   

Home Sweet Home 

This is a design by Carolyn Pearce which I started at a 
Nancy’s class run by Barbara Kerry, who encouraged 
us to use threads we had available and adapt the 
design as we saw fit. So my house gained windows, 
gained and lost charms from the original and was 
stitched almost entirely in DMC with small amounts of 
wool and Kreinik and DMC metallic threads. I made some design changes to the construction in 
that I removed a partition in the tray, changed the opening in the spool holder to the top and made 
the tape measure cover removable. I also used primo clay to make the chimneys and the flowerpot. 

Mary Trounson 

The Cycle of Life” 

The beaded circle represents the experiences of 
life in our material form.   The beads were sewn 
onto a tape first and once the background material 
was stretched over the frame the tape was sewn 
on. 

The lights are small LEDs 
and they represent the place 
that we come from at the 
start of our material life and 
that we go to at the end of 
our material life. 

The background fabric is an 
off white dupion silk and the 
background lines are 
inspired by the shapes 
formed in the sand on a beach.  They are sewn on by machine. 

Sabine Galvin 

Biscornu Christmas Tree 

This blackwork Christmas Tree is from a pattern I obtained in Christchurch 
many years ago. It is one of my prized possessions and consists of seven 
progressively smaller blackwork biscornus embellished with beads. The 
biscornus are stitched together to form a tree.  

Judy Johnson 

Editor’s Note 

I was so taken with Judy’s tree I googled it and discovered  a free pattern at 

https://sites.google.com/site/wyrdbyrdsnest/quirky-quistmas-twee  
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Thank you from Vinnies Resew 

Thank you so much for the lovely donations. 

I have squirrelled away all the embroidery threads and wool for a project I want to do with autistic 
kids in the future. Been working with one of my volunteers and think that might be able to emulate a 
wonderful project in Japan if I can find the right space to work in. 

Caroline O'Reilly 

AGM and Committee 

Just a quick heads up that the AGM will be held on 8 May. Anne B and Rhiannon are stepping 
down and we thank them for their contributions over the last few years. If you are interested in 
joining the committee or have some ideas for speakers or activities we would love to hear from you. 
In particular we will be looking for a new secretary but any members who are interested in taking 
part on the committee are welcome. 

Nomination forms will be available at the April meeting.  

Solstice 2019 June 15 & 16 

As mentioned in the last newsletter we are in the early planning stages for this year’s Solstice. We 
have several tutors who have already accepted, but there is still space for more. If you would like to 
offer a class at Solstice either a 2 hour or 4 hour session please contact Anne Whitehead. 

More information will be available at the February meeting. 

Mt Felix Tapestry Exhibition 

Wow! This is one exhibition you do not want to miss. The Mt 
Felix Tapestry Exhibition is a community stitch project 
which commemorates and honours the 27,000 Kiwi 
soldiers who were treated at the Mt Felix ANZAC 
hospital at Walton on Thames during WW1. It consists 
of 44 panels depicting various aspects of World War I 
relating to the hospital eg entertainment of patients, nursing, 
marriages etc and wider events such as Gallipoli, kiwi men 
signing up for service, etc. The various panels capture the 
essence of the New Zealand involvement in WWI and 
particularly the hospital and serve as a poignant reminder of 
lives lived and lost during the war. The attention to detail is 
superb with great stitch work by the approximately 600 
stitchers from both Britain and New Zealand.  
This is currently showing until 3 March at the Expressions Gallery in Upper Hutt. For more 
information see http://www.mountfelixtapestry.co.uk 

2018/2019 Exhibitions, Events and Workdays  

On until 3 Mar 2019 Mt Felix Tapestry – Expressions Gallery Upper Hutt 

9 March 2019 Mana Guild Work Day and Beryl Callaghan Memorial Challenge Location Emmaus 
Centre at St Christopher's Church, Main Road, Tawa. Cost $5 Bring your own lunch, Morning and 
afternoon tea provided. Spot prizes, merchants and sales table. 

15 – 17 March 2019 Wanaka Embroidery School www.oegembroideryschool.co.nz  

22 – 24 March 2019 – The Great Escape Orewa College 15 embroidery and textile workshops for 
more information www.embroiderersgreatescape.com  

29 – 31 March 2019 Cook Strait Regional Retreat – at El Rancho, Waikanae. Shirley Pygott will 
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tutor a workshop at the retreat.  For more information please see attached Regional Rep’s letter. 

1 – 2 April 2019 Kapiti Guild is hosting a 2 day Maree Talbot Workshop. Cost $90 plus cost of kit. 
Enrolments close on 3 March. Please contact Joanne at rjmadaba@gmail.com to enrol. You will 
need to pay a $20 deposit to secure your place and make final payment by 15 March.  Project 
information is attached. 

27th – 28th April 2019 The Manawatu Embroiderer’s Guild is offering a  2 day class with Kerry 
Seeley “Reticella Circles” “Angels and Gumboots” Ashhurst Cost $70. For more details see flyer 
attached to Dec Newsletter. 

4 – 5 May 2019 Margaret Lee (Adelaide) workshops hosted by Mana Guild, Hutt Art Society 
Rooms, Lower Hutt plus a framing up session on the evening of 3 May between 5 & 9 pm, Two 
projects are in the planning stages - a toolkit with a Japanese style beaded cover and a Japanese 
silk shading project.  

26 July 2019 Final Entry Date for ANZEG Postbag Colour Challenge Outside The Square.  

These will be displayed at the Hamilton Craft and Quilt Fair in September. Entry form available 
through ANZEG website, Education. Please note there are two entry dates to meet one in June the 
other in July 

14 - 29 September 2019 Cook Strait Regional Exhibition in Masterton in conjunction with 
Wairarapa Guild’s biennial embroidery exhibition at Aratoi. Theme is ‘environment’. Entry forms 
will be available very soon so start thinking (and stitching) on your piece for the exhibition. 

Johnsonville Stitch in February 

Just a reminder that the Johnsonville Stitch in on the 16 February is starting at the earlier time of 
1pm with a shared lunch. Please being a plate, along with your stitching. All Welcome. 

Guild Groups 

You and your friends are always welcome at these Guild groups 

Johnsonville Stitch-in 
Contact: Marie Trethowen 237-6344 

1.30-4.30pm at Johnsonville Community Centre (third Saturday of 
the month). Gold coin koha for afternoon tea. Please bring a piece 
of work for show and tell.  

Lower Hutt Stitch-in 
Contact: Lynn Newman 566-1561 

1.00pm-4.00pm (second Saturday of the month) at the Hutt Art 
Centre, cnr Huia and Myrtle Sts. Cost $6.  

1
st

 TEG 
First Thursday Exhibition Group 
Contact: Louise Day 568-8088 

On the first Thursday of the month we visit an exhibition and meet 
for lunch beforehand at a nearby cafe. An email is sent out to 
members the weekend before the first Thursday of the month. 

Committee 

Anne Whitehead Ph. 476 7227 (President) Rhiannon McKinstry (Secretary) 

Sara Keppel (Treasurer) Mary Trounson (Newsletter Editor) 

Anne Bruce (Committee member) Judy Johnson (Committee member) 

Anna Hicks (Speaker Coordinator)  

Almoner: Joan Adam   hjadam@xtra.co.nz  If you know of anyone needing congratulations or a kind word 

2019 Meetings 

Meeting Date Theme Display Newsletter Deadline  

13 February Summer 1 February 

13 March For or Done by Children 1 March 

10 April Autumn 22 March 
8 May AGM 26 April 

12 June Winter 31 May 
10 July  28 June 
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Sarah H - Meadow 

Anne W - Hundertwasser picture 

Anne W – Pohutukawa bag 

Marie C - Blue Sampler and Tom Tits in a floral wreath 
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All photos by Lyn 

Duncan unless 

otherwise specified 

Marie C - Christmas panel 

Marie C –Alphabet Wreath 

Marie C - Leafy Heart 

Adrienne H - Stairway to Heaven Marie C Christmas Bellpulls 

Sara K –Golden Kiwi 

Joan A - Misty Fields (photo) 


